
Dear Mountain Vista Families, 
 
It is with great excitement that I welcome you to the 2022-2023 school year! I hope you and 
your children have had time to relax, play, enjoy the weather, and most importantly, be 
together. My name is Megan Carkhuff, and I am honored to serve as the principal of Mountain 
Vista Elementary, a school with a legacy of excellence for all. For those of you who are new, I 
look forward to connecting with you and learning more about your family and your hopes and 
dreams for your children and our community. It’s going to be a great year!  
 
The purpose of this communication is to share important information about the beginning of 
the school year. Please read through the entirety of this letter so that you and your children are 
prepared for school to begin. If you have any questions about any of the information provided 
below, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at 720-886-2700. 
 
Meet and Greet 
On Thursday, August 11 from 4 - 6 p.m. students have the opportunity to meet their teacher 
and drop off school supplies in their classrooms. Your child’s classroom teacher will send you 
an email by 4 p.m. on Tuesday, August 9 with a welcome to their classroom. If you do not 
receive an email from your child’s teacher, you may have additional parent forms that need to 
be completed online. Please contact the office 720-886-2700 with questions.   
 
Additionally, during the Meet and Greet, we will have the Kona Ice truck in front of the building 
from 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. if your family would like to purchase snow cone treats. (A portion of the 
proceeds will come back to the Mountain Vista PTO.)  Please note that we will not allow Kona 
Ice treats inside the building, so please enjoy them prior to or after your meet and greet visit.  
 
1st Day of School Phase-In 
All Cherry Creek Elementary Schools will begin the school year with the phase-in model 
outlined below: 

➢ Aug 15 - 1st and 2nd grade Only - First Day of School (K, 3rd, 4th, 5th do NOT attend) 
➢ Aug 16 - 3rd, 4th, 5th grade Only - First Day of School (K, 1st, 2nd do NOT attend) 
➢ Aug 17 - Kindergarten First Day of School and all students 1st through 5th attend  

○ Aug 17 is also the first early release day with school dismissed at 1:45 p.m.  
 
Early Release Wednesdays 
Cherry Creek elementary schools have early release days every Wednesday at 1:45 p.m. to 
enhance professional development and training opportunities for our elementary teachers. By 
having this specific time set aside, there will be less of a need to pull teachers out of the 
classroom during the day, which creates continuity for students and less of a reliance on 
substitute teachers. With early release Wednesdays, our elementary schools still exceed the 



class time required by the Colorado Department of Education. For families who participate in 
after-school childcare, the after-school program is extended every Wednesday at no additional 
cost. For families who need care, you can register by contacting Kristy Dwyer-Petrocco at 720-
886-2715. 
 
Before and After Care - Extended Childcare Services 
Mountain Vista offers before school student care starting at 6:30 a.m. After school student care 
services are provided from 2:45 p.m. (1:45 p.m. on early release Wednesdays) - 6 p.m. If you are 
interested in enrolling your student(s) in extended care, please contact our Director, Kristy 
Dwyer-Petrocco, at 720-886-2715. Please note that we are currently hiring in our extended care 
program. If you know anyone who has experience working with children and may be interested 
in a position in our program, please have them reach out! As an added perk, parents who join 
our care team may enroll their children for free in the program! Please note, our program 
availability is limited by the number of staff we have available for supervision.  
 
Family Connection Meetings (Formerly Back-to-School Night)  
This year, we are planning to do something different with Back-to-School Night. Instead of a 
formal Back-to-School Night with everyone present, we are planning to connect on an 
individual basis to better understand the unique hopes, dreams and needs of your student(s). 
Each classroom teacher will reach out to each family personally, to connect and learn about 
your child within the first few weeks of school. We know our partnership with you is essential 
to the success of our students! We look forward to these conversations and this opportunity to 
learn from you! 
 
Please note that the information typically presented during Back-to-School Night (grade level 
specifics and expectations) will be shared virtually, the first week of school.  
 
Arrival/Dismissal/Bus Loop 
Our main goal is to ensure student safety first and foremost with arrival and dismissal. Please 
know that we also attempt to make these times as seamless and stress-free as possible. If you 
are interested in supporting our safety efforts, we are hiring crossing guards and general 
paraprofessionals at this time. Please feel free to reach out to Robert Romero, 720-886-2705 
with any questions. We’d love to add more members to our Mammoth staff! 
 
This year, we are asking that all K-5 students enter the building through the far west doors of 
the building during arrival. This will ensure that every driver in the drop-off lane pulls all the 
way forward prior to letting students out of the car. The doors open at 7:45 a.m. and class 
begins at 8:00 a.m. If you are planning to walk your child to the door, please park in the 
parking lot and walk your child across the crosswalks. There should be no unattended cars in 
the drop-off/pick-up loop.   



 
All students will be dismissed at 2:45 p.m. except for Wednesdays when we dismiss early at 
1:45 p.m. The bus loop, on the east side of the building, is strictly used for buses. Please do not 
drop off or pick up your child in the bus loop. 
 
Breakfast/Lunch 
Breakfast and lunch are offered through the Cherry Creek Food and Nutrition Department at a 
cost. This year, breakfast will be $2.00, and lunch will be $3.50. Please visit the website at 
https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/Page/2808 for more information on the menu, how to 
deposit funds into your student’s account, and applications for free and reduced meals. If your 
child eats breakfast, they may enter through the main entrance doors which open at 7:30 a.m. 
Please do not drop your student off any earlier than 7:30 a.m. as there is no supervision prior 
to this time. Breakfast is available until 8:00 a.m. every day.  
 
We are eager to begin another wonderful year of learning, friendships and fun! As a staff 
dedicated to every child, every day, we promise that every student at Mountain Vista 
Elementary will be deeply cared for, loved, and inspired to DREAM, BELIEVE, ACHIEVE!  
Looking forward to an amazing school year! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Megan Carkhuff 
Principal 
Mountain Vista Elementary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mammoth family has grown!  
Read below to learn more about the 
newest members of the MVE staff!  

https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/Page/2808


Swathy Sundaram - Social Worker 
I'm so excited and grateful to be joining MVE! My previous experience includes 13+ years teaching 

in higher education at the University of Colorado. After receiving my PhD from the University of 
Florida in 2009, I realized in 2018 that I wanted to complement my education with a degree that 
would allow me to work directly with people enduring mental health and/or behavioral challenges. I 
decided in my final year of social work studies that I want to stay in education but work with 
students in a K-5 setting, who I believe are among our VIPs of tomorrow. Outside of work, I enjoy 
staying physically active, and spending time with my husband and our three daughters. Cheers! 

Rebekah Poscover - 5th Grade Teacher 
Hi, I'm Rebekah Poscover, and I am so excited to be joining the Mountain Vista family! 
Originally from St. Louis (Thank you for Arenado!), I moved to Denver two years ago and have 
been teaching down the road at Sky Vista Middle School. I spent the summer in Israel and am 
currently training for the Boulder Sunset Triathlon at the end of month. I can't wait to meet you 
all soon! 

Katie Gorz - ILC/Severe Needs Teacher 
Hello! My name is Katie Gorz, and I am excited to be joining Mountain Vista as an ILC/Severe 
Needs Teacher. I recently moved to Colorado from Illinois where I taught in various special 
education programs. This will be my eighth year teaching. In my free time, I enjoy reading, 
spending time with friends and family, and exploring my new home of Colorado! 

Carrie Corbetta - Kindergarten Teacher 
My name is Carrie Corbetta, and I am going into my 5th year of teaching and my first as a 
Kindergarten teacher at MVE! I am ecstatic to be a part of this wonderful community. I want to 
express to you all my passion for teaching and connecting with students. I am lucky to be 
involved in a career where I have the opportunity to make a positive impact on kids’ lives, and I 
am so excited to contribute to and learn from this new experience. I cannot wait to get to know 
all of you, and I am looking forward to an engaging and exciting year! 
 

 
 


